Why is
Costco such
a big deal?

Itappears Costeo Wholesale is planning to open one ofits
grant warehouse stores at the new Gemini éxit north of
Polaris. Costro spokesman Bob Nelson sevs the Columbus
store, which will be the frstin Central Dhio, is not a “done
deal,” but the groundwork is being laid. Nelson says the store
could mean competition not just for Sam's Club (2 division of
Wal-Mart), but zlso mmdlevel retsilers, department and office
stores ind discount retailers such as Target and Kmart,

Costeo customers pay an annual membership fee (843 per
household) to shop ina bare warchonse with virtually no
customer assistance, In return; they find groceries, books,
electronics, clothes and soeh lwory items as plasma TVs and
grund pianos priced lower than the competition, (Costeo even

‘sells caskets.) The company, based near Seattle, also offers:
bulk-size beauty prodicts and vitamins, and 4 line of stone
brand products under the Kirkland Signature label. And its
members can onder cars, vaeations and jewelny through
Costen, either in the' store or through the website, Executive
members (S100 peryeard cm even purchise real estate and
heualth msuranee. The store caters 1o small-business owners,
affgring office supplies, bulk items for catering and inancial
BTV,

Costen's plans becime pubbic when it filed for g zoning
vartune (o build o s station at 4 store site, 1.9 acreson the
northwest corner of Lvra Drive and Gemini Parkway,
uecording to Colurmbus zoning officials. Retad expert Chris
Boring says Costeo is unbkely to anchor 4 shopping center.
*They try to be more of u stand-alone,” he savs. He doubs
Comteo will open just one store in the Columbus ares and has
a hunch it's alsoeyeinge 3 site near Easton,
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